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As the two sandy cays on the western edge of uninhabited Hogsty Reef faded beneath the 
horizon, our experiences on these overgrown sand bars became memories: the nine hole 

golf course on northwest peak (heavy on the sand traps), the seafood dinners, the sailing 
in our laser, snorkeling, and spear fishing. 


As we sailed off the anchor mid-afternoon on Tuesday, all hands had an excellent chance 

to participate in maneuvering the ship without the assistance of the diesel engine. 

We quietly slipped off Hogsty with topsail, headsails, staysails, and the mainsail set and 
then did an ocean research station, consisting of a plankton tow in the afternoon, another 
shortly after dark, and one Nansen cast. The purpose of the plankton tows was to observe 
the different levels of plankton density at the two times. The larger number of plankton 
and bioluminescent organisms in the evening tow demonstrated their nighttime migration 
toward the surface. 


Wednesday, the sixth, brought us a fresh easterly breeze and a picture-perfect day. We set 
all the squaresails... and out came the cameras. On that kind of a day, the novelty of 
standing on the quarterdeck looking up the foremast, with the sails full and white-caps 
lapping at the channels never wears off. Yes, on such days, even cavalier old seadogs are 
heard to mutter "not bad'' with an affirmative nod. 


REGINA behaved well that day, making 6 knots with little effort and bringing us to Cat 
Island early the next morning. Our purpose here is to continue an ORES research project 
on Pseudemys felis, a species of fresh water turtle endemic to Cat Island. Perran Ross, 
our Australian scientist, has been tagging turtles here for the past two years, using the 
mark and recapture method to obtain population estimates, and also observing the seasonal 
changes in population size and location. 


With the assistance of the students, Perran conducted nightly "turtle raids'' at a small 
freshwater pond where the nocturnal turtles dine. The population has decreased since 
Perran's last visit in December, reflecting the beginning of Cat Island's dry season. 
More pond to pond migration has also been observed this time than at any other. The 
population estimates suggest that the 250 to 300 turtles here are not threatened by the 
Cat Islander's taste for turtle soup. They would be threatened, however, by any attempt 
to develop the area in which they live. 


As we inch northward we can feel the tropics slip behind us. Blankets are becoming 
necessary at night when the temperature falls into the lower 70's! We can now receive one 
Miami radio station, another clue that we are getting closer to Los Estados Unidos. As 
our last day begins on Cat Island, the first rainy one we have had since we arrived here, 
people have been getting ''psyched up'' for the trek northward. We will stop for a day in 
Nassau to refill our fuel and water tanks, then head for Newport, RI and the land of 
automobiles, MacDonald's, Madison Avenue, and U.S. democracy. 


Humbly submitted, 


Jacob Reider 
ORV REGINA MARIS 


N.B.: Jacob Reider sailed on REGINA as a student while he was at Browne and Nichols 
School in the spring of 1980, and wrote of his experiences in the school's bulletin. 
He has sailed aboard as a deckhand since October '82. 


ANNUAL MEETING AND PARTY 
Saturday, May 21, 1983 at 1730 


Our annual meeting and party this year will be very special--the first in our 
permanent home. Come and see how we are growing. 


To see: Our new building and pier right on Gloucester Harbor. 

Regina Maris, just home from another successful winter in the Caribbean. 

The plans for additions we will make to the building over the summer, 
including a new lab. 

Exhibitions of paintings of the Regina Maris by David Tutwiler and 
photegraphs by Ken Balcomb. 

Senior Scientist Ken Balcomb explaining and demonstrating the new video 
disk tail sorting program and discussing its siginficance to the study 
of humpback whale populations. 


To hear: Dr. George Nichols on the expansion and future directions of O.R.E.S. 
New Director of Research, Dr. Peter Major, on long range research plans. 
Entertainment . 


RAFFLE: This year we will have a raffle to celebrate our new home. 
Every member who comes to the meeting will have an equal chance 
to win. 
Grand prize: Two weeks for two on Regina Maris this summer, sailing 
from St. Johns, Newfoundland to Gloucester. 
Other prizes to be announced. 
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